The amount of textile waste in the EU has doubled
over the last 20 years. Once in landfills, natural fibers
can take hundreds of years to decompose and may
release greenhouse gas into the atmosphere. Due to
this situation, textile recycling is becoming increasingly Technology®
important in Europe and will continue to be one of

the key issues as environmental and climate impact
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In 2019, the European Commission identified textiles
(apparel and fabrics) as a‘priority product category for
the circular economy’.
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Cotton, viscose and polyester textiles are the three
main fibers that comprise more than 80 percent of

all textile fiber production. There are some promising
new technologies that are able to separate the most
common blend of cotton and polyester and then
there are some that are innovating textile recycling, to
produce secondary raw materials from textile waste.
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